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Dantzig is outside the real orbit of Poland.
Make it International/' President Wilson sup-
ported Mm ; M. Clemenceau was persuaded ;
and Mr. Lloyd George got Ms way.
Poland had good friends at the Conference.
Not only was it the policy of France to aggran-
dise Poland as a substitute for Piussia, but Presi-
dent Wilson was enthusiastically pro-Polish.
On the general issue Mr. Lloyd George was
entirely with them. He wished Poland to
flourish as a self-governing State, but not to
enter on its existence by inflicting on others the
crime of Partition from which it had so deeply
suffered itself. For that reason, in the last
stage, he took a strong solitary line on the de-
mand for a plebiscite that came from Silesia.
The whole British Cabinet supported him, and
there again in the end he achieved his purpose.
But on other matters the combination varied :
Mr. Lloyd George sometimes took a sterner line
than the other two. He was always for the
trial of the Kaiser, as a supreme lesson to rulers,
President Wilson opposed ; M. Clemenceau was
indifferent; Venizelos was opposed. But Mr.
Lloyd George insisted, and persuaded them to
agree to London as the place of trial.
On the Rhine question and the Saar Valley
he supported President Wilson in opposing the
extreme French claims, and finally achieved
the compromise inserted in the Peace Treaty.1
1 The Saar Valley was finally given to the League of Nations
for fifteen years, giving the French the output of the mines. At
the close of that period there is to be a plebiscite, but if the
vote goes in favour of Germany the mines must be bought back
by Germany from France.